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Walk #10: Come Feel the Vibe;
Post World War II Housing Explosion

Guides:

R. Christopher Noonan, Historic Preservationist / Historic Real Estate Specialist

Luanne Crosby, Troubadour/Songwriter/Singer

Guest Speakers:

e Deb and Jim Bergeron, Proprietors of the Sleigh Maker Inn
e Floyd and Janet Brownewell

¢ »

October 2017

For further or follow-up information regarding this tour, contact
rcn@preserve-inc.com / 508-473-4884 and luanne@Iluannecrosby.com
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1830 Nahum Fisher map

Grindstone Hill
(today Whitney Hill Drumlin)

Current day high school sit
90 West Main Street

1857 Henry F. Walling map
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Current day High School site
90 West Main Street.

Fayweather, Chamberlain,
Whitney, Bartlett,
Aronson Property




87 West Main Street

Forrest W. Forbes House, —1899
(Now Sleigh Maker Inn)

Historic plan from current owner Jim and Deb Bergeron
Barker & Nourse Architects, Worcester, MA
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Phineas Gleason House — circa 1800

-

cornice emphasized
with tooth-like
dentils or other
decorative molding

windows with
double-hung sashes,
typically with six
panes per sash;
windows never
in adjacent pairs

semi-circular or
elliptical fanlight
over paneled door,
typically accompanied
by sidelights, elaboraed
crown and surround,
and/or extended

as small entry porch

windows typically
five-ranked and
symmetrically balanced
with center door,

less commonly three-
ranked or seven-ranked

SIDE-GABLED ROOF HIPPED ROOF, TWO-STORY HIPPED ROOF, THREE-STORY
pages 160-1 pages 1623 page 164

CENTERED GABLE TOWN HOUSE

pages 166-7 page 165

PRINCIPAL SUBTYPES

From Field Guide to American Houses, Virginia & Lee McAlester © 1984
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1878 George H. Walker map
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Early Modern Period Highways, Airfields
and Recreation Areas

Map 22

1915 to 1920’s

—— Federal highway
— — State highway
w— Cxpress highway
wene profected route

¥ Airfield

4 State forest or reservation
€9 Military base

Interstate Highway System,
at $459 Billion, connecting
over 47,000 miles of high-
way, still the most expen-
sive construction project to
date in the world.

Began in 1955 under
Eisenhower, and took 35
years to complete

Town of
. Westborough
7 i2<|Regional Contacts Map
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From National Register Bulletin, National Park Service “Historic Residential Suburbs”
September 2002

Figure 1.

Milestones in Urban and Metropolitan Transportation

Source: U.S. Census Bureau,
2008-2012 American
Community Survey

1830 Baltimore and Ohio Railroad introduces 1923 Detroit Rapid Transit Commission
the steam locomotive in America. announces comprehensive system of mass
< . it includi tralized subway.
1868-92 Parkways designed by Olmsted firm e e o cenlicle y
for Brooklyn, Buffalo, Boston, and 1928-29 Radburn developed as the “Town for
Louisville. the Motor Age.”
1887 Electric streetcar introduced by Frank J. 1938 Bureau of Public Roads report, Tol!
Sprague in Richmond, Virginia. Roads and Free Roads, calls for a master
; > plan for highway development, a series
1893-1915 Kes;ler frotf}zrrss:;gr; é)iark and boule of upgraded interregional roads, and
vare.system 2 the construction of express highways
1902 Improvement of Towns and Cities by into and through cities to relieve urban
Charles Mulford Robinson calls for civic traffic congestion.
:]Tnprovamepgzrslgzhaizroaalfs’ Ssl"c(fezanl.ant- 1939 New York World’s Fair “Futurama“
= ? pav?lr? liahtin a’r)wd sa’nitationp presents designer Norman Bel Geddes’s
g5 paving, 1gning, : vision for a national highway system
1908 Introduction of the Model-T automobile and the modern city of the motor age.
Oy HoniyEoId: 1940 Arroyo Seco Freeway opens in
1911 The Width and Arrangement of Streets Pasadena; first modern, high-speed
‘by Charles Mulford Robinson is pub- turnpike opens in Pennsylvania.
I’;?::g;,:atarg?esubhshed G0 1944 Federal Aid Highway Act calls for a
g ! limited system of national highways
1916 Federal Aid Highway Act (42 U.S. Stat. and a National System of Interstate
212), commonly called the “Good Roads Defense Highways; Interregional
Act,” establishes Bureau of Public Roads Highway Committee recommends cre-
and authorizes Federal funding of 50 ation of a 32,000-mile national network
percent of State road projects within a of express highways, now known as the
Federal aid highway network. Eisenhower Interstate System.
1916-24 Construction of Bronx River Parkway,
New York.
ﬁe‘::oafniisra,vel time to work 35.4 34.5 Ashly Tomsend  33.6
g times are around a half hour b 32.7 344 i
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Dutch Colonial Gambrel

Gambrel X
Yoot Brickwork Dormers Double-hung
windows with
shutters
White clapboard
siding

Overhanging
second floor

Classical
columns

- o LA ‘e e
S R

Front door accented with

Classical woodwork Symmetrical pediment and columns

facade

Similar: 20 Blake Street

PO e O A T

MODERN HOME No. 264B164

*1,584
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Craftsman Style

(Similar example at 8 John Street)

stonc exterior chimneys
\ extra stickwork in gables or porch
< et , dormers, usually gabled or shed

,extended and/or elaborated rafter ends
/vrindnw boxes and balconies
> __triangular braced supports

— . multi-pane sash over sash
! with one large glass pane

e B8 o
éolmdealion [ \J jcurved shape between porch supports _— or flared) roof line

small, high windows on exch side of chimneys multiple roof planés

oloan =2

= B8
trellised porch or porte cochere roof — / =
pu—
transomed windows \ line of three or more windows

TYPICAL ELABORATIONS

SOME TYPICAL PORCH SUPPORTS AND PORCH RAILINGS Low piers without col above are
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1898 L. J. Richards, Co. Map
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From National Register Bulletin, National Park Service “Historic Residential Suburbs”

September 2002

Figure 2.
Federal Laws and Programs Encouraging Home Ownership

1932 Federal Home Loan Bank Act (47 Stat. 1942 Federal defense housing and home loan
725) establishes home loan bank system programs consolidated in the National
authorizing advances secured by home Housing Agency under Executive Order
mortgages to member institutions. 9070.

1933 Home Owners’ Loan Act (48 Stat. 129) 1944 Servicemen’s Readjustment Act (58 Stat.
establishes Home Owners' Loan 291), commonly known as the “Gl Bill, "
Corporation, an emergency program authorized Veteran’s Administration to
(1933-36) introducing the concept of low- provide loan guarantees for home mort-
interest, long-term, self-amortizing loans gages for World War Il veterans.
and enablmg_horpe owners to refinance 1946 Veterans’ Emergency Housing Act of 1946
mortgages with five percent, 15-year 4 :

s (60 Stat. 215) authorizes Federal assis-
amortizing loans. E : &
tance in housing returning veterans and

1934 National Housing Act (48 Stat. 1246) cre- extends FHA authority to insure mort-

ates Federal Housing Administration gages under Title VI.

(FHA) to establish national standards for : >

the home building industry and authoriz- Ll zaﬂqnal Hodu:;ng Aggncy re;l\amed (61

es Federal insurance for privately- Stogsg]sgsn S SR,
financed mortgages for homes, housing S 2

subdivisions, and rental housing. First FHA 1948 Housing Act of 1948 (62 Stat. 1276) liber-
mortgages require a 20 percent down alizes FHA mortgage terms by allowing
payment and monthly payments amor- insurance on up to 95 percent of a home’s
tized over 20 years. value and loan payment periods extend-

1938 Amendments to the National Housing Act ing as much o 30 years (Section 203).

(52 Stat. 8) allow Federal mortgage insur- letq ad?sHSer.t!on 21: tto dttle YEok ttl';_'e
ance on as much as 90 percent of home’s a 'O?a tou;mg ; to ﬁngouragtgﬁ e h
value and extend payments up to 25 years Iuse < cols o ;ctsqn dec_tmquest :.ug
(Title I1). Law authorizes the creation of afrge-scfa ekl e e Ul 1
the Federal National Mortgage e

Association (Fannie Mae) to buy and sell 1949 Federal Housing Act of 1949 (63 Stat. 413)
mortgages under the Reconstruction establishes a national housing directive to
Finance Corporation. provide Federal aid to assist in community

1941 Amendments to the National Housing Act delv elopment, slum clearance, and rede-
(55 Stat. 31) adds Title VI, creating a pro- velopmetipIagranys:
gram of Defense Hogsing Insura_nce tar- 1954 Housing Act of 1954 (68 Stat. 590) pro-
geting the construction of housing in vides comprehensive planning assistance
areas designated critical for defense and under Section 701.
defense production.

Occupation
I \Vestborough | — VN = «» == == » Total JObs
70% - 10,000

- 9,000

0, 3
oD% - 8,000
50% - 7,000
40% - 6,000
- 5,000
30% - 4,000
20% - 3,000
- 2,000
0% 1,000

0% 0

Professional Service Sales

Manufacturing Construction

Farming
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DETACHED Building Houses
AMERICA inPostwar Suburbia

JAMES A. JACOBS
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Modern Residential Options

| [ WE -

a o
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Treetop Park, Park St. Fountainhead—Route 9

Extended Stay—Route 30
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Economic Geography—Economic Factors

Westborough Taxable Acreage

15000
10000
2000 o o

Industrial Commercial Residential Total Acres
Within Palitical
Boundary
B Approximate Acres 1580 1094 4640 13,800

Astra Zeneca (former Westborough Airport)
bought 1970’s—built early 1980’s

Data General Late 1970’s

15,000 Employees Speedway Plaza

Former Westborough Speedway (1947)
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Town of
Westborough
Open Space

Inventory

I state Protectea
[ Town Protected

[ | Land Trust Protected
[ Private Protected
[ | APR Protected
[ cnapter 61

[ Town Recreation
[ Private Recreation
Il state Unprotected
I Town Unprotected
I Frivate Unprotected

e ~ Town of Westborough

. < Federal Government
g /

Town of
Westborough
Water
Resources
Watersheds

Watershed Drainage Basins

[ oy s
[ sy rrer

[ wpperasssoster
] whver casam sron
[ ecmorougn o
[ e s
[T st s

‘Watershed Drainage Basins Souros: MassGlS, 2007
United States Gesiogil Survey, 124,000

Note: All basins except the Miscoe Brook basin
are within the SuAsCo (Sudbury-Assabet-Concord)
Watershed. The Miscoe Brook basin is within the 0 05 1
Blackstone Watershed I e 5

varen 12 2012

B Mass Government
7 o M Federal Government

" 7 m Town of Westborough

" Total Acres Within Political

' . i Boundary

A

/
Y Mass Government

Approximate Acres

Westborough Public/Non Profit Tax Exempt
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From National Register Bulletin, National Park Service “Historic Residential Suburbs”
September 2002

Figure 6.
Historical Sources for Researching Local Patterns of Suburbanization

The following historical sources are especially valuable
in researching local patterns of suburbanization and
the history of residential subdivisions. While many can
be found in the collections of local or regional libraries,
archives, and historical societies, others may be found
among the public records of municipal and county gov-
ernments. Some source materials are available on
microfilm or CD-ROM and may be found in many
research libraries.

* Historic Maps and Atlases: Historic maps indicating
the growth and development of a metropolitan area
at various intervals of time are especially valuable to
chart the outward migration of residential subdivi-
sions in relationship to advances in transportation
technology and expansion of transportation routes.
Maps were commonly published by streetcar and
transit companies, oil companies, local chambers of
commerce, highway departments, as well as local
governments for tax and planning purposes.

e - Aerial Photographs: After World War I, many local
governments began making aerial surveys of their
rapidly changing landscape; many of these remain
among local government records. Beginning in the
19305, the U.S. Department of Agriculture began
making aerial surveys of rural areas of the United
States for soil conservation purposes; these provide
good coverage of the outlying areas of metropolitan
cities that were later subject to residential develop-
ment and are available on microfiim from the
Cartographic Division of the National Archives. As
part of the Global Land Information System (G.L.I.S.),
the U.S.G.S. now makes available electronically the
aerial photographs (called "digital orthophoto quad-
rangles,” or "DOQs") taken to update digital line
graphs and topographic maps.

e Fire Insurance Maps: Insurance maps, such as those
compiled by the Sanborn Fire Insurance Company,
are available in many local libraries and at the
Library of Congress. Due to a major recording effort
now underway, many Sanborn maps will soon be
available on CD-ROM at major research libraries.

¢ Local or County Ordinances: These indicate the dates
and provisions for local planning controls, such as zon-
ing, subdivision regulations, comprehensive planning

processes, local design review, and citizens’ associations.

» City, County and Regional Plans: On file with local
planning offices and available in local libraries and
archives, these plans provide information about
transportation routes, publicly funded improvements
(e.g. utilities, water, sewer, mass transit), and overall
plan of development that include distribution and
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density of land use activities, including residential
development.

Subdivision Plats: Local land records for a county, city
or town, often organized chronologically in plat-
books. While some older records of this type may be
found in public libraries or historical collections, many
remain among the public records of local courthouse
or local planning offices. Also, copies may be found
among the records of the architectural, planning, or
development firms responsible for the design.

Building Permits/Tax Records: These records fre-
quently provide the names of site planners, archi-
tects, and developers and often indicate the dates
and cost of original construction and additions. In
many communities, tax assessment information is
contained in a computerized database and is avail-
able on CD-ROM.

Deeds of Title, Mechanic Liens, and Real Estate
Records: Public court records indicate a property’s
chain of ownership and the terms of any deed
restrictions. These are generally organized by date of
recording and indexed by the names of sellers and
purchasers. They may also indicate dates of construc-
tion and additions, original cost, source of mort-
gage, and identity of the subdivider or developer.
Mechanics liens—temporary encumbrances on the
title of property to ensure payment to the building
contractor—may also identify the building contrac-
tors and indicate the cost of construction.

Building Contracts: Found in private and public his-
torical collections, the records of architectural firms,
and, when a legal dispute arises, in court records. In
States where the public recording of building con-
tracts was required by statute, they may be found in
courthouse records. In the form of a legal agree-
ment between owner and contractor, they describe
the property to be constructed, often specifying
materials, workmanship, design, and other specifica-
tions. Purchase orders and bills of lading for building
materials may also be found with these records.

Historic Photographs: Photographs documenting the
design, construction and daily life of residential sub-
urbs exist in many local historic collections. These
include family or community records; promotional or
documentary materials used by realtors, developers
and designers; and illustrations in historic newspapers,
journals, magazines, and published portfolios.
Although local historical collections may be the best
place to locate historic photographs, specialized repos-
itories may contain the work of local or regional archi-
tects, landscape architects, and photographic studios.



Figure 6, continued
¢ Site Plans, Architectural Drawings, Construction

Plans, and Planting Plans: Available from the office
of developer or architect, the archival repository for
records of the architect, builder, or developer.
Clearinghouse services, such as the Cooperative
Preservation of Architectural Records (COPAR) and
the Catalog of Landscape Records in the United
States, provide researchers assistance in identifying
repositories for the records of architectural firms and
landscape designers. In addition, home owners may
be in possession of promotional brochures, floor-
plans, and landscape plans for their yards. Promo-
tional brochures and advertisements may also be
found in community archives and local historical
societies.

Historic Newspapers: Advertisements in the real
estate sections of local newspapers provide informa-
tion about housing design, subdivisions, housing
costs, prospective home owners, and availability of
house financing. They are also a source of informa-
tion about local events affecting suburbanization,
such as industrial development, demographic trends,
and expansion of transportation routes. Advertise-
ments for merchants, suppliers, and contractors pro-
vide information about building materials and prac-
tices. Obituaries provide biographical information
about architects, landscape architects, and real
estate developers. Many local libraries maintain
copies of local newspapers on microfilm. Many news
publishers now offer archival indexing and assis-
tance through the Internet; while these services are
useful for locating recent obituaries or retrospective
articles, few extend back far enough to locate origi-
nal advertisements or features.

U.S. Census Records: Census records provide demo-
graphic information about a subdivision or neighbor-
hood, including the size of families, whether they
own or rent their house, and the country of origin,
education, occupation, and age of family members.
The Census Bureau also gathers statistics on econom-
ics, housing, and population growth. Many census
records are indexed and are available on microfilm
from the National Archives (Record Group 29).
Enumerative maps used by census takers are among
the records of the Cartographic Division of the
National Archives.

Oral History: Interviews with original and early
homeowners are a valuable source of oral history
and may be recorded in audio-tape, videotape, or
written transcripts. Such individuals may also own
historic materials, such as promotional brochures,
architectural drawings, landscape plans, nursery
receipts, photographs, diaries and personal mem-
oirs. Interviews with builders, contractors, develop-

ers, architects, landscape architects, planners, and
former public officials may provide interesting
insights into historic patterns of suburbanization.

Records of Neighborhood Associations: Community
newsletters, organizational minutes, correspon-
dence, promotional brochures, anniversary publica-
tions, news clippings, early advertisements, neigh-
borhood directories, historic photographs, and other
information related to the history of a neighbor-
hood. Records may be maintained by the organiza-
tions or may be on file in local library or historical
collections.

City, Neighborhood, and Telephone Directories:
Available in local or regional libraries, historical soci-
eties, and community collections, these directories
give the name and addresses of residents and their
affiliated businesses as well as identify active mer-
chants, suppliers of construction materials, design-
ers, and contractors. Historic city directories for
major cities are also available on microfilm in many
libraries.

Records of Local Chapters: Local chapters of profes-
sional and trade organizations should be contacted
for information about historic events and the role
of former members in the form of historic corre-
spondence, official minutes, and newsletters. These
include chapters of the AlA, ASLA, NCCP, NAHB,
NAREB, as well as regionally based associations.

WPA Real Property Surveys. During the 1930s many
local governments, using Works Projects Administra-
tion (WPA) funds, compiled large-scale, city block
maps that recorded information about real estate
development and land use. The FHA used these
maps to graphically illustrate statistical data on
housing in metropolitan areas. Many of these maps
are among the Records of the FHA (Record Group
31) in the Cartographic Division of the National
Archives. Others may be on file in local libraries or
archives.

Housing Market Analysis Maps: Compiled by the
FHA beginning in 1937, these maps indicated areas
surrounding selected cities where it was considered
safe to underwrite mortgages and were supple-
mented by data concerning commuting times, the
location and condition of main highways, and the
location of defense areas. These maps are among
the Records of the FHA (Record Group 31) in the
Cartographic Division of the National Archives.

Pattern Books, Mail Order Catalogs, and Landscape
Guidebooks: Sources of popular house and yard
designs by architects, landscape architects, and mail-
order companies such as Sears, Roebuck, Aladdin,
and Van Tine. Many are available in libraries in the
form of published reprints, microfilm, or CD-ROM,
such as the microfiche edition of the Architectural

For additional information about archival sources,
readers should also refer to the National Register
bulletins, Guidelines for Local Surveys: A Basis for
Preservation Planning (rev. 1985) and Researching a

Historic Property (rev. 1998).



